
 

GRADES	 	 DURATION	 	 GROUP SIZE	 	 IDEAL FOR 
5-6	 	 	 3 hours	 	 	 10-30 students	 	 Social studies, civics, ELA 

This path takes students into the exhibition’s voting rights sections and asks them to think carefully about who has 
been included and excluded from American democracy, and why it matters. Students practice reasoning carefully 
about fairness, representation, and historical change. 

No pre-reading required. Before the visit, 
consider asking students: Who gets to make 
decisions in a democracy? Has that always 
been true? If your class has been studying 
voting rights, civil rights, or the Constitution, 
let us know — our facilitation team will 
connect the visit to your current unit.

FIELD TRIP PATHWAY 

Who Gets a Voice?

LEARNING GOALS 

• Identify who has been included and excluded 
from full participation in American democracy, 
and explain why those distinctions were made 

• Reason carefully about fairness and 
representation using evidence from the 
exhibition 

• Take and defend a position on a contested civic 
question, responding to peers with evidence and 
reasoning 

• Connect historical patterns of exclusion to 
present-day questions about democratic 
participation

PREPARING YOUR STUDENTS

1 Welcome and orientation     15 minutes 

Students arrive and set community agreements for the visit. Central question introduced: Who gets to have 
a voice, and who decides? 

2 Discussion: Fairness and representation     30 minutes 

Facilitated inquiry opens with a case study or prompt drawn from the exhibition. Students practice taking 
positions, asking clarifying questions, and building on one another's reasoning.

FIELD TRIP WALKTHROUGH

FALL 2026



3 Guided exhibition experience    60 minutes 

Focused walk through Sections 2 and 3 of the exhibition with extended stops at key moments in the history 
of voting rights. Includes the "Where Do You Stand?" game from American Experiments. 

4 Sign the Declaration     20 minutes 

Students sign a replica Declaration of Independence and generate a shareable graphic with 
#VoicesAndVotesIN, connecting their visit to a broader statewide conversation about democracy. 

5 Closing reflection     15 minutes 

Students respond to a closing prompt: Whose voice matters in a democracy, and what does it take to make 
sure it's heard? Responses shared in pairs before a brief whole-group debrief.

SOCIAL STUDIES	 	 	 	 	 ENGLISH LANGUAGE ARTS 

SS.5.CG.1: Principles of democracy, government	 ELA.6.W.3: Evidence-based argument writing 
SS.6.CG.2: Responsibilities of citizens	 	 	 ELA.7.SL.3: Evaluating speakers' reasoning 

SOCIAL-EMOTIONAL LEARNING 

SEL.B1: Perspective-taking 
SEL.C1: Cooperative communication

INDIANA SKILLS + STANDARDS

LOGISTICS

ACCESSIBILITY Campus and exhibition space are fully accessible. Note any specific needs when 
submitting your inquiry. 

OUTDOOR WALK No required outdoor element for this path. Outdoor space available for lunch or 
informal time between activities. 

MEALS Not provided. Groups may bring a packed lunch; outdoor space available subject to 
availability. 

Book a visit. PRINDLEINSTITUTE.ORG/FIELDTRIPS

http://PRINDLEINSTITUTE.ORG/FIELDTRIPS

